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FREIGHT CARRIAGE, REFORM 
Grievance 

MR McRAE (Riverton) [9.19 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and was 
triggered by an article in The West Australian of 17 June, headed “Leach Highway upgrade flagged: Rail loop to 
connect Rous Head to Fremantle rail bridge”.  I have been working with the minister and hundreds of 
community, industry and departmental people over the past eight or nine months on freight reform in this State, 
particularly the incredibly complex, contended and interlinked issue of the movement of freight through the 
metropolitan area and the greater State.  

The article that appeared in The West Australian on Monday of this week reads in part - 

Ms MacTiernan said the proposals would see a big cut in truck numbers on metropolitan roads and 
within eight years would almost halve heavy vehicle traffic through Fremantle.  

The reduction in truck numbers will be due to the Rous Head railway that will take rail freight through the 
southern part of my electorate on the freight rail line in Canning Vale to and from the port of Fremantle.  Once 
the upgrades on Leach Highway, South Street, Stock Road and other connecting roads commence as part of the 
strategic management and reform of the freight movement system, it is important to consider the implications for 
local communities.  One of the State’s important industrial estates at Canning Vale is within my electorate.  
Leach Highway, South Street, Roe Highway reserve and the construction of stage 5 of Roe Highway up to 
Nicholson Road run through Canning Vale, as does the rail freight line, which is the southern boundary of my 
electorate.  All that transport infrastructure is part of the area I represent, and it is important that the Government 
place a high priority on consideration of the impact of this proposal on the communities of Willetton, Parkwood, 
Riverton and Shelley, which will be most affected by it.  Having been involved in the strategic planning process, 
I am comfortable that the triple bottom-line assessment the minister initiated as part of the freight review has 
taken account of the environmental and social impacts on a macro scale.  It is now most important that we work 
together to engage the community with the aim of understanding the local implications.  

I refer to the documents used last weekend at the Freight Network Review Second Congress.  I am not sure 
whether you, Mr Speaker, will be able to see all these maps.  However, I shall seek leave to have them laid on 
the Table for the remainder of today’s sitting.  The maps show freight volumes carried by different modes of 
transport in 2001.  In my electorate Leach Highway carries between 10 million and 12 million tonnes of freight a 
year.  The initial stages of Roe Highway carry between 12 million and 15 million tonnes a year.  Stage 5 will 
bring that highway into my electorate.  South Street carries four million to six million tonnes a year.  Vahland 
Avenue, an important community arterial road that feeds out of the Canning Vale industrial estate to Leach 
Highway, already carries between 500 000 to two million tonnes of freight a year.  The impact of this freight 
movement is very important.  These maps and the volumes indicated tell a big story.  Other pages in the 
document show destination trends.  I have made a squiggle on the page that you, Mr Speaker, will have difficulty 
seeing from that distance.  It indicates that Canning Vale is a hot spot for freight movement for the next five 
years or so.  

I want to work now with the minister to take to a local level that excellent strategic reform and triple bottom-line 
analysis, using the principle of community involvement and empowerment.  The minister has done a terrific job 
at a strategic macro level and now we need to bring it to the community level.  I am concerned, for example, that 
the Shelley Bridge is inadequate for long-term use.  Sound buffers may need to be established in some 
communities.  Most importantly, we need to think explicitly about excluding trucks from areas of high 
community use and residential amenity.  I am talking about Vahland Avenue, High Road in Riverton, Metcalfe 
Road, Willeri Drive, Herald Avenue and so on.  I am putting on the record today that, working with the minister, 
I will do whatever I can for my community to resolve these micro issues as we undertake this freight reform. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.26 am]:  I thank the member for 
his grievance and for his very active involvement in the metropolitan freight network review.  

Over the past decade, road freight in this State has grown by around seven per cent per annum.  It is projected 
that that rate of growth will continue.  Further, a massive amount of freight that is now transported by road was 
once transported by rail.  That has led to the appalling performance of rail carrying three per cent of containers to 
the Fremantle port and road vehicles carrying 97 per cent.  In a cumbersome and logistically not very smart 
system, a very substantial percentage of the freight vehicles are full when they travel in one direction, but are 
empty on the return journey, particularly to and from the major hub of Kewdale.  

It became evident that we would not be able to continue to rip up existing suburbs and cover the entire place with 
blacktop to accommodate this ever-increasing number of trucks.  It has also become evident that if we allow 
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congestion on existing roads to grow at this rate, it will undermine the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
transport industry.  That will have implications for the costs of goods for local consumers and for our 
international competitiveness.  A number of roads have been on the drawing board for approximately 50 years, 
such as stage 8 of Roe Highway and the Fremantle eastern bypass.  The latter road was taken out of the 
metropolitan road reserve by a previous Labor Government.  One of the first acts of the incoming coalition 
Government in 1993 was to reinstate it.  It reinstated the reserve but did not build the road, because it would be 
almost impossible, politically, to build such a road.  The environmental and social impact of building the 
Fremantle eastern bypass, and the Roe Highway stage 8, has militated against those projects being carried out.  
However, there was no honesty in the system.  The road reserves were retained, and the real problems were not 
being dealt with.  The Government’s metropolitan freight network review brought all the players together and 
asked what projects could be justified on a triple bottom line.  If those roads were not to be built, it was felt that 
the Government should get on with the business of identifying the alternatives, which is what it has done. 

As well as a major strategy to turn around that modal split between road and rail, the Government has identified 
existing roads that need extensive work.  These include South Street, Leach Highway and Stock Road.  If the 
Fremantle eastern bypass is not removed, and is not built, the situation would be even worse than that which 
exists now.  The Government proposes to sell the land reserved for the Fremantle eastern bypass and use the 
receipts to begin correcting some of the failures in the network.  The need now exists to go down to some very 
fine detail about how this strategy will impact at a local level.  What impacts will it have, for instance, on High 
Road, in the electorate of the member for Riverton, and on Nicholson Road?  Having established a holistic 
framework through community consensus, the Government can now go down to the local community level and 
work through the detail.  I have asked the member for Riverton - I understand he is agreeable - to chair a 
committee to examine precisely how those upgrades are to be effected, how local communities can be protected 
from undue traffic and how some level of comfort and protection can be provided, even for the people who live 
on those main roads, such as Leach Highway and Stock Road.  We will carefully examine the needs of 
Parkwood, Willeton, Riverton, Lynwood, Leeming and Rossmoyne as we work through the system. 

As well as the appointment of the member for Riverton as the chair of that committee, I am also pleased to 
announce that the Government is well on the way to signing a contract for stage 6 of Roe Highway.  I have this 
week approved the preferred proponent for that $40 million project.  The Government is engaged in detailed 
negotiations with the Transfield MacMahon Joint Venture, and the work is expected to commence in November 
2002, even before the completion of Roe Highway stage 4.  It is anticipated that stage 6 will be completed by 
early to mid 2004.  This will remedy the former situation, in which part of Roe Highway was completed, 
creating an enormous problem for the remainder of the community.  Roe Highway will extend to South Street by 
no later than mid 2004, by which time contractual negotiations for stage 7 will be well under way.  
 


